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defeat a theocracy according to the New
Testament. This was to be the reign of tl^
Saints It did not find its charter, Gregory
would have said, in Constantine's alleged
donation or in the " False Decretals " pre-
sented to Pope Nicholas I. On the contrary,
its rights were all summed up in St. Leo's
pregnant language as " Petri privilegium,"
St. Peter's Gospel-right. The Holy See
judged all and was judged of none. The
sword of the flesh must obey the sword of
the spirit. Although Caesar might claim the
things which were Cs&sar5s, for him to meddle
with the things that were God's was sacrile^}
The Pope taught the creed, gave or withheld
crowns on appeal, acted as commander-in-
chief of Christendom, and raised a steadily-
increasing revenue on behalf of the Holy
War. Gregory's French successor, Urb&n II.,
opened at Clermont in 1095 the era tff
expeditions to Palestine, which preserved
Europe from becoming a Mohammedan pro-
vince, and brought back dangerous but
fruitful trophies of civilisation from Syria,
The Crusades, properly so termed, went OK
with intermission between 1099 and ^L272,
But as late as Clement XI. (1700-1721) tijj
Roman Pontiffs were still lifting up the cross